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uk ar relative to Lord Holland's 
20 Pa delerring to lay his accounts open, as 

20G © paymaſter-general of his 'majeſty's 
es, to the auditor of the exchequer, is of 
too public a nature not to require the niceſt ex- 
amination. It i is not my intention, in writing 
chis little work, to blacken his lordſhip's cha- 


racter, Which has hitherto always remained un- 
IE B | ſullied ; 


TY 
ſullied; and will, 1 hope, continue ſo down t6 
the lateſt poſterity. | I ſhall endeavour, with all 
the candour poſlible, to lay down an impartial 


ſtate of the caſe, with a few animadverſions 


thereupon ; and then conſider how far the 
charge of a public defaulter is juſtly imputed to 
his lordſhip. I would have Lord Holland 


perſuade himſelf, that what he reads in theſe 


ſheets is not dictated with a malicious deſign of 
leſſening him in the eſteem of the public, but 
out of a ſincere deſire of throwing all the light 
poſſi ble on an affair which is at preſent ſo much 
wrap'd up in darkneſs and obſcurity. 

In the year 1757, Lord Holland was advanced 
to the poſt of paymaſter- general of his majeſty's 
forces; which place he enjoyed till the cloſe of 
the late war, when another was choſen. During 
the whole time, he never gave in any account to 


the auditor of the exchequer of the monies en- 


truſted in his hands, to defray the expences of 


the forces employed both at home and abroad. 
His lordſhip was ſome time ſince called on to make 


up his accounts, which he has ſtudiouſly endea- 
voured, by the practice of many dexterous though 


mer. arts, to avoid even to this very time. 


* 
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His 
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„His lordſhip, who is never at a loſs to find an 
excuſe to palliate the apparent impropriety in his 
conduct in this affair, complains that the pay- 
maſter's accounts are of too extenſive a nature to 
be ſettled in a ſhort time: that they are the 
work of years: that even the accounts which 
relate to the time of peace, can only be ſettled 
by flow degrees, much leſs thoſe which concern 
the time of war; a time when his lordſhip was in 
that office: and therefore it cannot be reaſon- 
ably expected, that accounts reſpecting a period, 
wherein our attention was not confined to Eu- 
rope alone, but univerſally extended to the four 
corners of the world, can be cloſed in ſo ſhort 
a time as is allowed him. | 

To this I anſwer : If his lordlhip's excule 
were admitted in this caſe, it would be the high- 
eſt affront that could be offered to our under- 
ſtanding. If having been engaged in war, du- 
ring the time Lord Holland was paymaſter, 
were a ſufficient reaſon why his lordſhip's ac- 
counts ſhould not be examined, the ſame argu- 
ment would militate againſt inſpecting thoſe of 


any paymaſter whatever; for their accounts 


- muſt. be equally intricate with thoſe of Lord Hol- 
land; and I do not in the leaſt queſtion, but 
| 85 | 7 ol 


„ 
ſome of his lordſhip's predeceſſors in that office, 
would have alledged the ſame motive for their 
backwardneſs in ſettling their accounts, had they 
imagined it of ſufficient weight to free them from 
the neceſſity of diſcovering, what perhaps they moſt 
of all deſired ſhould be buried in eternal obliyion. 
. His lordſhip ſays next, that he deferred laying 
open his accounts to the auditor, for fear of giv- 
Ing him too much trouble, and , perplexing him 
with the length and intricacy of them: but this 


excuſe is rather weaker than the other, and is 


to be anſwered in the ſame manner. The audi- 
tor of the exchequor has his proper deputies. 


and clerks to aſſiſt him in the examination of all 


accounts laid bdfbre him. So that Lord Hol- 
land's accounts, although they are of ſo exten- 
ſive a nature, as to be the work of years, yet they 


might, if properly is become only the work, 


of das. 'x 
He next tells us that thet * 


officers, being beſt acquainted with army ac- 


counts, are buſy in ſettling the account of tho 


preceding paymaſter. The accounts of the. 
Earls. of Chatham, Darlington, and Kinnoul, 


and Mr. Potter, vere made up by them regu- 
Ms and in due courſe delivered to the audi- 


tor, 


t 1 
tor. And he farther obſerves, that great as the 
expences of the army were, during the laſt 
war, when our troops were employed in all 
quarters of the world, and difficult as it evidently 
muſt have been to keep the accounts in any to- 
lerable order, it will be found, upon examin- 
ation, that the accounts of Lord Holland, as 
paymaſter- general, are not farther back than 
rhoſe of his predeceſſors; and that his lotdſhip's 
accounts are not kept back, as has been ſuggeſt · 
ed, from inclination, but neceſſity. 

In order to prove what he has advanced, he 
ſays, the late Mr. Winnington's accounts, for two 
years and a half, from December 1743 to June 
24th 1746, were declared May 15th 1760. 
The Earl of Chatham's accounts, for nine years 
and a half, from June 2 th 1746 to Dec. 24th 
1755, are not yet declared. Thoſe of the Earls 
of Darlington and Kinnoul, for the year 1756; 
and the Earl of Kinnoul and Mr; Potter, for 
fix months, to June 24th 1737, are now before 
the auditors; - The accounts ef Lord Holland 
for the years 17 57, 1758, and 1759, likewiſe 
the accounts of his deputies attending the army 
in Germany, from the commencement to the eſid 
of the late war, ure alſo before the auditors for 


their 


6 


their examination; and his lordſhip's account, for 


the year 1 760, is almoſt "_ to be delivered | 


, to them. 
© Theſe arguments are too ) futile to hi 88 


by men of ſenſe; and Lord Holland himſelf 
muſt acknowledge, that even the pooreſt under- 
ſtanding cannot but perceive the weakneſs of 


them. His lordſhip ſhould take notice, that no 
| Paymaſter's accounts were perhaps ever demanded 


ſo often, or deſired fo much as his. He ſhould 
alſo-conſider, that the people of England have 
been already too much the dupes of men in power, 
to ſuffer. their tyranny any longer without com- 
_ Plaints and murmuring. They cannot tamely 
ſee ſuch vaſt ſums of money expended, without 
demanding . an account of the manner in which 
they have been employed, and that nothing will 
fatisfy them, but a clear ſtate of his lordſhip's 


accounts laid before them. It avails nothing to 


fay, that his predeceſſors accounts have remain- 
ed unexamined many years, and therefore he 
ought not to be preſſed fo hard to be expediti- 


ous in an affair which requires a long tract of 
time before it can be completed. The people 


will no longer ſubmit to theſe arbitrary proceed- 
nge, and they will never deſiſt from their inqui- 
ries 
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ries into the manner of expending the public 


treaſure, until they are thoroughly convinced, 
that it has been laid out properly, and not laviſh» 


ed away in extravagance, or to ſerve the private 


ends of an individual, to whom it has been in- 


truſted for the uſe of the whole nation. 


Beſides, his lordſhip further adyances, that | 


the fatigues of the pay maſter are conſiderable, his 
ſalary trifling :. four thouſand pounds a year 


are the whole of his ſtipend, if we except the 
one hundred thouſand pounds allowed at all 


times, by the wiſdom of government, to remain 
in his hands, as a neceſſary appendix to his em- 
ployment : the produce of which, on the moſt 
ſimple and legal plan, is an additional three 
thouſand annually. From this juſt ſtate of the 
caſe, whether will the judicious part of mankind 


be inclined to blame the auditor or the pay- 


maſter ? Will they ſay, that the auditor is indo- 


Tent, out of compliment to the paymaſter, or the 


paymaſter re miſs, from the apprehenſion of be- 
ing troubleſome to the auditor : His lordſhip fre- 


quently complains of the difficulty, in the length 
of time requiſite to obtain proper teſtimony of his 
diſburſements: but whence this difficulty? Might 


not his deputies be multiplied in proportion to 
| | the 


we 


tn 

che necenity? Might not à due alice" de 
fruck at the cloſing of every period; and ſuch 
perſpicuity obſerved, as would obviate all-i -impe- 

_ Simerits? Government is too conſiderate to lay 
cke labouting oat on his ſhoulders; but if he de- 
nies himſelf, for wiſe purpoſes, the affiftance it 
generouſly grants him, he TO” at * in 
Micaly filent. SR 19-150, 2617 

1 muſt own I am greatly carpet at his 
lordſhip's condeſcending to become the ſubſcribing | 
hero of a nes paper. A man of his rank, breed- 
ing; knowledge of if , and happy fineſſe, to be ſo 
intolerably blind, as to fall into ſo groſs an error, 
is amazing. If the public doubt the veracity of 
what Lord Holland advances on his own behalf; 
is it his ipſe dixit that can give them certainty? 
If the finger of ſufpicion is pointed, can an ex- 
erkien of Lord Holland's literary abilities avert 
che Riga. As to the notion of the great, it 

can never affect His lordſhip ; "he has there, even 
admitting hirn 
many right honourables to keep” 
nance; and, for the opinion of the-vulgar, it is 
not very eaſily changed, even by arguments; 
che vulgar have their proverb for every little in- 


22 


cident, and while Lord Holland flatters himſelf : 


he 


1 
wv 


of the charge, 4 great. 


5 
/ 


1 8 
he is waſhing off the black, he only fixes the 
colour of the Ethiop more permanently. 

His lordſhip ſays, that in the courſe of the 
years 1739, 1560, 1761, 1762, 1763, and 1764, 
he paid to regiments, and independent companies, 
320,391 L. 96. 11 4. whoſe accounts are at this 
time unſettled for want of proper authorities; 
and that till thoſe authorities are obtained, the 
auditor will not allow one ſhilling of the fait 
ſum in his lordſhip's accounts: and that to ob- 
tain thoſe authorities, his lordſhip h often re- 
peatet his ſolicitations. 

Lord Holland cannot take the leaſt umbrage 


at the auditor's proceeding in this manner. He 35 
certainly has a right; if not to doubt the veraci- 


ty of what his lordſhip advances, at leaſt to ſuſ- 


pend his judgment till ſuch time as he is con- 


vinced of che certainty of what his lordſhip ad- 
vances in his own fayour. His lordſhip is, how- 


ever, much more puzzled to find a proper an- 
ſwer to ſome queſtions which have been aſked 


him, concerning the balance of caſ which is 
ſuppoſed to remain in his hands. He anſwers 


it. by faying, that it is the ſame thing as to aſk, 


what are the ſavings in Lord Helland's hands? 
or in other words, how much has the expence 
in Lac cale fallen ſhort of the ſum voted? He 


C tells 


LJ 20 3 

tells us, that ſo far as the pay office has been 73 
able to ſtate the army accounts, all theſe ſavings a f 
have been given into parliament. He further $ 
ſays, that, from ſervices that have fallen ſhort 
of the ſums voted, and for monies paid i in by the 
army accomptants, his lordſhip ordered the ac- 
counts to be made up, and laid before the Houſe 
of Commons; and accordingly (out of theſe 
ſavings in Lord Holland's hands) the parliament 
has from time to time availed itſelf of the fol- 
lowing ſums, viz. 


ꝙ— — 


Voted in aid of extraordinaries, | „ ; 
to Dec. 24, 1763 239,966 1 4 4 
Voted i in the year 1764, in aid 
of German claims 15750, 906 2 8 41 
Voted ; in the year 1763, in aid „ 
of ditto ſervice _ 231,740 2 75 
Voted in the year 1766, in aid ST 
of extraordinary ſervices 60, 63 8 2 10 
Voted in the year 1767, in d 
of extraordinaries, and other _ 
| ſervices 5 1851,71 13 3 
Voted ; in the year 1 768, nd: env 7 
of the ſupply f 7 


6 | 910,541 18 3 
His 


K —- 
His lordſhip adds, that he could by no other 
means aſcertain, and give into parliament, the 
ſavings on the votes for the army, but by the 


final adjuſtment of army accounts ; what further 
ſavings may remain, he is very uncertain, as they 

cannot be known before the ſervices are abſo- 
Jutely determined, and cloſed. ' 


Lord Holland, to uſe his own words, ” Is very 


ſorry to ſay it, that in the years 1759, 1760, 


1761, 1762, 1763, and 1764, there are not leſs 


than fifty ſix regiments and companies, now 


ſtanding open, and not adjuſted for want of au- 
thorities, and in his ledgers there are accounts to 
a much greater extent, as the pay of ſtaff-offi- 
cers, &c. &c.“ | 

From hence it appears, ſays his lordſhip, that 
though Mr. Winnington, died in April 1746, 
and his executor, Mr. Ingram, uſed all poſſible 
induſtry to cloſe his accounts, they could not be 
cloſed till 1760, fourteen years. The Earl of 
Chatham went out in' December 1755, yet are 
not his accounts cloſed till 1768, thirteen years. 
The Earl of Kinnoul's are not cloſed yet, though 
he has been out of office eleven years. Lord 
Holland has been out three years and a half : 
where 1s the wonder his are not cloſed yet? 


He 


L 
He ſays, he will be very much obliged to 
thoſe who complain, if they will ſhow him how 
he can proceed faſter than he does. Let it alſo + 
be obſerved, fays he, that Lord Holland has, 
before the auditors, already accounted for more 
years than Mr. Winnington or Lord Kinnoul 
had to account for. | 
This excuſe, however, does not take off from 
his lordſhip the i imputation of @ public defaulter, 
The people cannot be perſuaded, notwithſtand- 
ing all his lordſhip's fine reaſoning, chat what he 
advances ſtrictly conſiſts with truth; and until : 
he finds out ſome more efficacious method of ] 
convincing them of that, it will be to no pur- 
poſe to attempt making any anſwer to their juſt 
remonſtrances. It is not a number of ſophiſtical 
arguments, nicely worked up, that will ſtop the 
loud clamours of men, whoare already too much 
exaſperated againſt his lordſhip's proceedings. 
There muſt be proofs, and ſolid ones, that he is 
not the man they ſuppoſe him to be. A fair 
and impartial ſtate of his lordſhip's caſe, diveſt- | 
ed of the dark cloud of obſcurity which now 
hangs over it, written in his own hand, can only 
deliver him from the anxiety he now labours un- 
der, of ſeeing himſelf, every day, more and more 
| expoſed 


expoſed to the momberiels malicious « inves 


C{ 38 7] 


PR on his character. 
But that the reader may not be eee 


by a falſe ſhew of argument, when he ſees 


any future defence Lord Holland may make 


of his cenduct, it will not be amiſs to give 


a faithful account of that matter, that it may be 
really underſtood; and he may be aſſured, that 
every word of the following detail is true. 
When there is an account to be taken of any 
debt or debts due to the Crown, a writ of di- 
 frringas ad computandum iſſues, ex officio, out of the 
court of exchequer, In obedience to this pro- 
ceſs, the ſheriff, where there 1s a liquidated ba- 
_ ance, returns a ſhilling in the pound. But where 
there i is no ſuch liquidated balance, the Sheriff 
returns what are generally called ſues, and theſe 
iſſues are more or leſs according to the quantum 
of the debt or demand. To come now to the 
point in queſtion : a diſtringas ad computan- 
dum was iffued out againſt Lord Holland, dire&- 
ed to the ſheriffs of London. There being no 


| accounts ſettled, or balance liquidated, the ſhe- 


riffs could only return iſſues; and they returned 
_ againſt his lordſhip iſſues to the amount only of 
a thouſand pounds, Theſe iſſues were, in the 


- | regular 
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regular courſe, actually carried by the proper 


officer from the exchequer into the pipe office. 

A warrant was afterwards ſent from the trea- 
ſury to ſtop theſe iſſues. I ſhall not here take 
upon me to enquire, by what law the regular 


known . proceſs of the court of exchequer, 


the ſovereign auditors of the revenue, and ſub- 


ject to no controul, was ſuperſeded : nor will 


I enquire for what extraordinary ſervices ſuch a 
ſingular warrant was obtained. After a great 
deal of difficulty, and much oppoſition, the re- 
gular proceſs of the exchequer was ſuperſeded, 


office. 


Mr. P- . . Lord H ——'5$ friend in the 


- — 


pay-office, and who was formerly a teller in Co- 


vent- garden theatre, will recollect, that Lord- 


Chief-Baron Parker publicly aſked, ** y the 
paymaſter did not pay in his balances ?? Mr. Ba- 
ron Smythe ſaid, it was very hard the nation 
ſhould be paying four per cent. for money, while 


there were balances to a very great amount re- 


bl 


maining in private hands. Mr. —— will recol- 


- 


le& too what he urged openly in favour of the 


| paymaſter, about his age, want of vouchers, &c. 


to all which it was anſwered, he ought to bring 


— 


3 


and the iſſues were taken back from the pipe - 


1 | 
in his balances. Lord Holland advances, : that 
Lord Chatham, during eleven years, had not paſſ- i 
ed his account; but let it be known, that Lord 
Chatham punctually paid in his balances 3 and 
let it be underſtood, that the other pay maſter 
has in vain been called upon, repeatedly and 
publicly, in the court of exchequer, to pay in 
his - balances, When vouchers are brought in, 
and the account taken, ſuch balances will then 
appear to be right or wrong. _ 
His lordſhip, in order to elude the proceed- 
ings of the court of exchequer, and to gain time, 
drew up a memorial, which he preſented to his 
majeſty, to obtain longer time to make up his 
accounts. This memorial, together with a faith- 
ful copy of the king's anſwer thereto, I have 
thought fit, for the ſatisfaction of the reader, to 
nid verbatim. 


* 1 


Manon: al, for Lord Holland to have longer 
time to make 1 6 his accounts as late pay- 
- - maſter-general. 


! 


« May it pleaſe pn ind pes 
1 beg leave to inform your lordſhips, that a 
proceſs i is in the hands of the ſherifts of Middle- 
ſex, 
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ſtantly. changing. and moving, and the ſervice in 


f ws J 
ſex, againſt me, to account to his majeſty fof 


the monies impreſted to me as . general 5 


bf his majeſty's forces. 
I maſt humbly apprehend, chat the regular 


a ee courſe of accounting in the exchequer, 
was calculated (When eſtabliſhed) for tranſactions 


at home, which are eaſily and readily to be col- 
lected, and made up at ſhort periods of time. 


The accounts of the army, when employed 5 
abroad, particularly, muſt unavoidably be much ; 
in arrear from the nature of the ſervice. The 
army payments are neceſſarily 1 in atreur; and | 
articles from accidents inevitable are obliged | 
often to remain n 2 long time befote wy 


can be finally cloſed. 


The accounts of the laſt EN are volumi- 


nous, and difficult beyond example. The 
great variety of operations, and the very great 
diſtance of the troops, made, and muſt make 
the correſpondence, and adjuſting thoſe accounts 
with the paymaſters, and accomptants attending 
them, very ſlow and tedious. Theſe therefore 
will require longer time to make up, boch from 
their bulk and difficulty. 


During the courſe of a war, the W con- 


the 
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the atmoſt hurry, it cannot they be done with 
the order and regularity abſolutely neceſſary. | 

Since the war, the utmoſt diligence has been 
aſe 3 in them. The great intricate article of fo- 
reign expence, (viz: the German) has been got 
rogether for the whole time, (which, after the 


year and an half's general account is now made 
out, and ready to be laid before the auditors; 
the reſt will regularly be laid before them as faſt 
as it is poſſible to make them up. Though 1 
have been two years out of employment, the 
payments for my time are not yet completed. 


maſter-general of his majeſty's forces.” 


Pay-office, Horſe-guards, N 
June 2 55 1767. Which 18, &c. 


KINGs WARRANT. 
Stay of proce againſt Lord Holland for fix 
a months, 
k | „ R og 
Ce GzoRGE R. 3 
| | Whereas our right truſty nd well-beloved 
Henry Lord Holland hath by the annexed me- 
mM morial 


former war, was ſeveral years about) and one 


I therefore pray your lordſhips will be pleaſed 
to obtain his majeſty's warrant, granting me 
longer time for making up my accounts as pay- 


. 
* 
. 
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2 
4 
{ 
1 
y 
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« 


BE 
morial repreſented, that from ſeveral unavoidable 
cauſes and difficulties, he, hath been prevented 
making up his accompts as late paymaſter-general . - 
of our forces. And we having taken the ſaid 
matter into our. royal conſideration, - are graci-- 
ouſly. pleaſed to grant him a farther time for 
making up his ſaid accompts. Our will and 
pleaſure therefore is, and we do hereby direct, 
authorize, and require you, to cauſe all proceſs 
againſt the ſaid Henry Lord Holland for his ac- 
compts, as late paymaſter- general of our forces, 
to be ſtayed for and during the term of ſix 
months, computed from the date hereof. And 
for ſo doing this ſnall be your warrant. Given 
at our court at St. James's, the eighth day of 11 
July. 1767, 1n the ſeventh year of -our —_ 


By | his majeſty's command, 
GRATON, 

C. TownsHE vp, 
| „ TO. TowNSHEND. 
To our right truſty and well- beloved 
Samuel Lord Marſham, our remem- 

drancer in our court of exchequer. 


| What alſo ſerves to caſt great light on this in- 
tricate affair, is his lordſhip's letter to the right 

honourable the lord e Wer with the an- 
ſyer 


. 1 19 ] 
ſwer "revurned: by that oreat magiſtrate ; as alſo 
a letter directed to Lord Holland in the London 


Evening Poſt of July 15. The two former 


epiſtles, the authenticity of which no one doubts, 
together with a few interrogations made to his 
lordſhip on the ſame ſubject, will, I believe, 
leave no room to doubt, that the ſtigma of being 


| 2 public defaulter is; perhaps, not ſo ill applied to 
the perſon hinted at in the livery petition, by 


thoſe” wards, inſtead of puniſhing, conferring Bo- 


nour on a paymaſter, the public nn of unac- 


counted millions. 


| Copy of Lord Holland's letter to the right ho- 


nourable the lord mayor. 
« My Lord. 


In a petition preſented by your lordſhip, it 
is mentioned as a grievance—inftead of puniſhing, 


conferring honours on a paymaſter, the public defaul- 
ter of unaccounted millions. I am told that I am 


the paymaſter here cenfured. May I beg to 


know of your lordſhip, if it is ſo? If it is, I am 
ſure Mr. Beckford muſt have been againſt it ; 
for he knows, and could have ſhewn. your lord- 
ſhip in writing the utter falſhood of what is there 
inſinuated. 


— 


I have 
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4 have not the honour to know your lordſhip ; 
ſo I cannot tell what you may have heard to in- 
duce you to carry our denen a complaint of 
ſo atrocious a nature. : 
Tour lordſhip, by your arch FREY to the 


king, at delivering the petition, has adopted the 


contents of it; and I do not know of whom to 
enquire but your lordſhip, concerning this injury 
done to an innocent man, who am by this means 


(i T am the perſon meant) hung out as an ob- 
ject of public hatred. and reſentment. Wade 


You have too much honour and juſtice not 
to tell me, whether I am the perſon meant ; and 
if J am, the grounds upon which I am thus 
charged, that I may vindicate myſelf, which 


truth will enable me to do, to the conviction of 


the bittereſt enemy; and therefore I may boldly 
ſay, to your lordſhip's entire ſatisfaction, whom; 
1 certainly, haye never offended, e 
„. with the greateſt reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Vour lordſhip's s.moſt obedient, and. 
Moſt humble ſervants. 


July 9, 1769. 


' H. H. Kenſington, — 


The 


181 
The lord mayor's anſwer. 


or] af wp. 


Fa The Jond: mayor preſents bis compliments 
£9 Lord Holland; and, in anſwer to the honour 
of his lordſhip” 8 letter, delivered to him by. Mr. 
Selwyn, he begs, leave. to ſay, that he. had no 
concern in drawing up the petition from the li- 
very of London to his majeſty: that he looks 
on himſelf only as. the carrier, together with 
other gentlemen, charged by the livery. with the 
delivery of it: that he does not, and never did 


hold himſelf accountable for the contents ; and 


is a franger to the nature F the Juppeſea charge 
againſt bis lordſhip. 


Mankon-houſe July 10, 1 


Before we proceed any farther i in our remarks 


on this affair, it will be moſt proper to conſider 


the contents of the following letter, as they bear 


great relation to his lordſhip? s epiſtle to the 
lord mayor. 


e s 
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l 
July 15, 1769. 
A... 
« Having ever had a proper od for your 
lordſhip? s virtues, public and private, and always 
eſteemed your lordſhip as a gentleman of the 
greateſt abilities, I was both concerned and 55 | 
| prized” at the defect or omiſſion in your lordſhip's 
letter to my lord mayor, in which your lord- 
-ſhip'is pleaſed to fay, That if by the paymaſter, 
mentioned as a grievance, in the livery's peti- 
tion, you was meant, Mr. Beckford knew the 
charge to be utterly falſe. Now your lordſhip 
will pardon me if T fay, that this was rather 
charging Mr. Beckford with countenancing the 
hyety, to mention a grievance, which he knew 
to be utterly falſe, than clearing yourſelf of it to 
the public. Inſtead of which, had your lordſhip 
only averred, That if you was meant by the pay- 
maſter, the charge. was utterly falſe falſe, upon your 
honour, never yer once Proſtituted or or polluted, 
every mortal would þ have © believed your, n 


1 — a _ 


2 


as Is much a8, 2 
My Lord, 
your lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant, | 
_ Laar Man.” 
Lord 


Lord Holland muſt nd feel the force of 


as argument made uſe of in the above letter; 


for undoubtedly he would never have ſought to 
excuſe himſelf, by barely aſſerting, that Mr. 
Beckford had countenanced the livery in what 
they did, by laying the charge to him of a pub- 
lic defaulter; he would rather have endeavoured 
to convince the world, that he was not in the 
leaſt deſerving ſo injurious an imputation, by 
immediately giving evident proofs of the contra- 
ry. And I muſt humbly intreat his lordſhip to 
pardon, if 1 preſume to remind him, that ac- 
cording to the rules of logic, a queſtion is ne- 
ver ſuppoſed to be reſolved by an anſwer of a 
quite different tendency from the thing propoſed. 
The difficulty does not conſiſt (ſtrictly ſpeaking) | 
whether Mr. Beckford knew the charge, contain- 


ed in the livery's petition againſt Lord Holland, 


to be utterly falſe, - but whether it really was ſo 
or not: and conſequently his lordſhip ought ra- 
ther to have favoured the pulic with the whole 
ſeries of his conduct during the time he enjoy- 


ed the office of paymaſter : this would have clear- 


ed up all doubts that had riſen concerning it, 
and would have caſt a- luſtre on his lordſhip's 
honour and i — which no vain ſurmiſe, or 

EEE. falſe 
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falſe n, could. baue ever waren. ; 


- come now to conſider the contents of a let? 
ter, ſent by a gentleman to his lordſhip, figned 
alſo, a livery man: this letter, on account of 
its kingularity, cannot be omitted: it is as fol- 
n „ 
"To the Right Hon, Lord Holland, * |} 


„Mr Lonb, 5 | . 
Your lordſhip's kind publication of ww paper | 
which Mr. Woodhouſe delivered to Mr. Beck- z 
ford, has thrown, ſome light on the queſtion, 
whether your lordſhip is the public defaulter in- 
_ tended by the livery ; but unhappily for your 8 1 
lordſhip, neither the public, nor Mr. Beckford, : 
are convinced of your innocence. For the preſent. 
I will ſuppoſe, that the paper you have publiſh - 
ed is an authentic copy of that which Mr. Beck- | 
ford received, and, under that ſuppoſition, pre- £2 
ſume'to aſk your lordſhip a few queſtions. X | 
Query I. You admit. you were appointed | 5 
paymaſter in 17573 and that till 1768, you had f i 
not delivered any part of your account. Was 1 25 
it not reaſonable, after ten years, to compel you LS 
to begin to account? and yet you obtained a 
8 1 fien 
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ſign manual to ſtay the courſe of public juſtice, 
and this at a time when you will not deny, that 
you. had received more than "yy nillicns of 
the public money / 
Query II. Dath your paper ſtate, or ac- 
count for, how much money you had received, 
or even mention the balance of any one year's | 
account ? how then could Mr. Beckford; know, 


that the charge of your being a public defaulter 
was falſe? or will you ſay, that you have paid 


to the treaſury the balances which the accounts 
you have produced to be audited admit to be | 
in your hands? 

Query III. Have you given Mr. Beckford, 
or the public, any account capable of exami- 
nation? or will you pretend, that the 910,541, 


485. 34. of which, you ſay, parliament has from 


time to time ayailed itſelf, and part of which 
you detained till 1 768, is the full balance of | 


the account you have delivered to be audited ? 
Query IV. You obtained the ſign manual | 


on 3 ſuggeſtion, that your laſt account was not 


completed. Was that a good reaſon, why your 
&eſt account ought not to have been begun? and 
3 Une to time, to haye deen 


> w# 4.4 we 


1 

compelled immediately to pay back what e 
account admitted to be due? o”r( 

Query V. Has not the exchequer Pen 
been ſtayed by more mandates than you have 
publiſhed? and! is a e of truth a ee 
of innocence ? | 5 
f Query VI. Can you aha, upon your Bonbur, 
that you are not at this time poſſeſſed of balan- 
ces to a very great amount? This is a ſatisfaction 


Which your lordſhip can immediately give; and 


if you do not, your lordſhip muſt content 
yourſelf with being thought the public defaulter. 
Query VII. Has your lordſhip kept your 
promiſe, made when his majeſty granted you the 
firſt ſtop to the proceſs of the law? and have 
you laid before the auditors your accounts, as 


faſt as it was poſſible to make them up? and if 


vou! Nays not, are you not more dent a ew de- 
| egen VIII. Have 2 the e 
to complain, if they have a juſt feaſon to believe, 
that they are paying to 4 . intereſt for 
their o.] money eng 6 2601 4 Id 
When your lordſhip has _ anſwered theſe 
queries, the public will be better able to judge: 
at preſent they are of opinion, that it was not 
| poſſible 


* 
poſſible for ſo. ſenſible a man as Mr. Beckford, 
to be convinced by ſo evaſive a paper, as is that 
which, you have publiſhed. ot 


1 am, DAY: Lord, &c. | | 
| 4 Liyrxv Max.” 


We will now — * the 3 dreads men- 
| tioned, in the ſame order as they appear in the 
letter above cited. In the firſt place, therefore, his 
lordſhip allows that he was appointed paymaſter- 
general of the forces in the year 1757, and 
that, till 1768, he had not delivered in any part 
of his account. Could he imagine the nation 
would tamely ſubmit to be thus treated by him? 
But, ſays he, other paymaſters have done the 
like with impunity. With equal propriety might 
a common robber plead at the Old Bailey, that 
ſuch a one, and ſuch a one robbed in the ſame 
manner. This, however, would not at all exte- 
' nuate his guilt, or ſtop. ſentence. The ſame. 
may be faid in the preſent caſe. His lordſhip, 
after the laudable example of his predeceſſors, 
only gives us the caſh credit, but not the debtor 
account. I will not take upon me to ſay, how 
the matter ſtands as to government ſervants : 
they certainly are not debtors for nothing ; or, 

7.0 
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at leaft if they at, "tea! they reſign, 1 think 
chey ought to give up their books and cath into 
the hands of their ſucceſſor, all bills outſtand- 

ing to be paid by him as they become due. 
Lord Holland, if I miſtake not, has in his hands 
all the ſavings of nine years caſh, 910, 5411. 18 "I 
* excepted, which was taken from him by par- | 
: flament at different periods. Suppoſe there re- 
1 _ tmain in his hands only one million, as money 
- how bears 4 per cent. then there comes into his 


| pocket. 40,0007. per annum, for intereſt of the 


Publie money; and not only ſo, but freſh ſup⸗ 
plies} muſt be raiſed, which this, with the money 
locked up, would have partly anſwered, Not- 
 vithſtanding the flagrancy | of thus detaining 
the public money, and deferring ſo long to ſub- 
a mit his accounts to the inſpection of the auditor 

of the exchequer, on the frivolous pretences al- 

: ready. mentioned, the king' 8 fign manual is peti- 
tioned for, and obtained, in order to ſtop the 

courſe of juſtice; which | had begun to exereiſe 
its authority oyer his lordſhip for neglecting to 
pay in his balances, and a further reſpite of ſix 
months is granted. And how many reſpites have 
already. been, and perhaps will be granted _ ? 


= * 
— 
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To what is here advanced, perhaps his lord- 
ſhip;” or ſome friend of his may reply, he has 
already given in ſome of his accounts; and that 
there are others almoſt prepared for examination. 
T anſwer, that, admitting the caſe to be fo, theſe 
accounts do not contain a fair ſtate of how much 
money ke had received, or even triention the bas 
lance of any one year. How then could: Mr. 
Beckford know, that the charge of his being a 
public defaulter was falſe. This. proves even to 
conviction, that his lordſhip 1s truly worthy of 
the noble title of public defauter, as it dots: not 
appear from the accounts produced to be audited, 
that he has paid back to the treaſury thoſe ba. 
 hances which the accounts ſay were in his hands. 
This is too convincing an argument of the 
dexteroys proceedings of his lordſhip to admit of 
a reply. But as excuſes are ſeldom wanting, in 
order to ſiippott a bad cauſe, he may urge as his 
reaſon for not having given either My. Beckford; 

0. the public any account capable of examina» 
that the 910, 341 . 28s. 3 f. of which, 
ae. to his lordſhip, parliament has from 
time to time avyailed- itſelf, is the full balance of 
the account delivered in to be audited, This 
were the. hight of affrontery, and would ſurpaſs 
1 even 


„ 

even our imagination: the true reaſon of this 
chicanery would be, that the accounts cannot 
bear examination. | 

I would now beg leave! to dak bis ea 

one queſtion : Why was the ſign manual ob- 
mined on a ſuggeſtion that his laſt account was 
not completed? This could not, I apprehend, be 
the motive why the firſt account was not begun ; 
and why he ſhould not have been compelled; 
from time to time, to pay back the balances re- 
 maining in his hands. If this excuſe were to 
be admitted, he might defer giving the world 
any ſatis factory account of his pay maſterſhip, or 
refunding the money which remains in his hands, 
as long as ſigns manual can be obtained, to ſtop 
any proceedings againſt him; which, it is much 
to 1 wall find means too OY to N 
Cure. At . 2 * 

It may not be . if a man in 
| 30 deſired ia letter of licence for fix months, 
to ſettle his affairs, and did not do it in eighteen, 
would he not be looked upon as a ſhuffling. fel- 
low? Qui poteſt rapere, capiat. It is a moſt la- 
mentable thing, that what ſo nearly concerns the 
nation ſhould be trifled with in ſuch a dilatory 
manner; * it were to be wiſned by every true 
s | lover 


MF 

lover of his country, that juſtice would offer a 
little of her aſſiſtance for the public good. 828 

A ſuppoſition of truth is no proof of i Mo- 
cence : it only makes the perſon, ſuſpeRted of 
crimes, appear more guilty. His lordſhip muſt 
not ſuppoſe, that becauſe we are ignorant to what 
| ſum the balances in his hands amount, we from 
thence infer, that he has always behaved i in his 
poſt with the honour and integrity required in 
one who has ſo great a truſt repoſed in him. 
The grand point of exculpation will be, to lay 
before the public a juſt account of all the money 
diſburſed for the ſervice of the forces, and the 
| ſums which, from time to time, parliament has 
availed itſelf of. This would clear up his lord- 
ſhip's character; and he would by that means 
become univerſally eſteemed. 

His lordſhip cannot upon his honour declare, 
that he is not at this time poſſeſſed of balances 
to a very great amount. This would yield us 
the higheſt ſatisfaction; and it is in his power 
immediately to indulge us with i it. This, and 
this alone, would make the people forbear ſtiling 
him the public defaulter. If his lordſhip does not 
think proper to-a& in this manner, he muſt un- 


dergo all that the moſt enraged malice is capable 
* of 


4 1 
of ſuggeſting to the proqpdice. of his name and 

The courſe of Juſtice "rl been often 3 
in order to allow Lord Holland more time to 
cloſe his accounts; and we are ſtill as far from 
ſeeing the affair concluded as we were when the 
firſt fign manual was ifſyed } in his favour. Does 
this proceeding do any honour to his lordſhip ? 
or does it not rather fix an indelible mark 
on him, | and evidently prove, that the title 
of public defaulter is highly applicable to his 
lordſhip ? The evaſive Paper he has delivered, 
will neither make Mr. Beckford nor the public 
believe that he is innocent. This can only be 
effected by their being thoroughly acquainted 
with the nature of the caſe. 

The nation, whoſe darling prerogative is li- 
berty, may indeed, by ſome unforeſeen or un- 
avoidable accident, become oppreſſed by ty- 
rants, or eyil miniſters, who are always buſy i in 
finding out ſome new way to render their fellow 
ſu bjects unhappy ; but they can never exerciſe 
their arbitrary dominion over a free people, ſo 
as to hinder them from diſapproving of their 
; malverſations, or oblige them to believe that 


they. have not a right to nen when they 
are 


C3: 

are aggrieved. The contrary, however, has been. 
hitherto attempted by men in power ; and Lord 
Holland has evidently. proved, by his proceed- 
ings while he was paymaſter, that it is his firm 
opinion, that the people ſhould ever have a good 
opinion of the uprightneſs of the m——y, not- 
withſtanding the auri ſacra fames with which they 
are for the moſt part infected. His lordſhip is, 
however, miſtaken ; for though he may hold 
our bodies in chains, nevertheleſs he cannot fet- 
ter our underſtandings, ſo as to deny us the pri- 
vilege of paſſing a right judgment on the mal- 
practices of thoſe whoſe greateſt ambition ought 
to | be to render. themſelves amiable by their 

ſteady. and good conduct. | | 
It is not to be imagined, that the ends are 
fo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed i in favour of the integrity 
of any of the paymaſters mentioned by his lord- 
ſhip, as to ſuppoſe, that they are incapable of 
having injured the public. On | the contrary, . 
from his lordſhip's ſtate of the caſe, they will 
rather be inclined to think them actually culpa- 
ble, and deſerving of puniſhment; and it is the 
hearty wiſh of every, Engliſhman, that all ſuch 
as are criminals to their country, of what rank 
and Gigniry le beyer A are, may meet the fate 
, | LI they 
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they deſerve. Is not his lordſhip a little alarm- 
ed at the ſmall regard paid by the people to the 
excuſes he alledges in his own behalf? Does he 
not ſhudder at the dreadful apprehenſion of what 
may follow from the juſt reſentment of a nation, 
which he and his predeceſſors have ſo ſenſibly ne- 
| lected? Is he not aſhamed of ſuch glaring out- 
rages committed by him; or does he ſmile at 
the contempt in which he is now held by every 
honeſt n. on account of his unwarrantable 
dilatorineſs. 

From what has been already ſaid, it appears, 
chat it was not without reaſon that the livery of 
London attacked his lordſhip ; nor was it with- - 
out juſt grounds that Alderman Beckford de- 
dared himſelf unſatisfied at Lord Holland's con- 
du&, contained in the paper which his lordſhip 
ſubmitted to his inſpection by his ſecretary. He 
has indeed produced many precedents in his own 
vindication. But alas! what are precedents 
when not warranted by juſtice ? ? nothing but 
mere cobwebs, which are blown away by the 
firſt breath of truth. 

One would have thought that the Fate of the 
ſecretaries who iſſued general warrants, and 


wanted to eſtabliſm the legality of them by dint 
| of 


b Un 
of precedent, would have been ſufficient to deter 
any man, eſpecially his lordſhip, who has hitherto 


been ſuppoſed to poſſeſs ſome underſtanding, from 


leaning on ſuch a lame and rotten crutch. Pre- 
cedents may be pleaded in ſupport of any thing, 


even of public and private robbery ; and what © 
is the conſequence? hanging and beheading. 


The world may therefore well be ſurpriſed, that 
a nobleman of his prudence ſhould talk in the 
manner he does, far fear the people ſhould, from 
ſome unlucky prejudice, be tempted to follow 
his example; and, by means of thoſe precedents, 


to eſtabliſh a doctrine which he would not great- 


| ly reliſh. 

His lordſhip would of all things perſuade us, 
that he really does not know what money was 
paid into his hands for the public ſervice, | nor 


how much of it he laid out for that purpoſe. If 


he did, he muſt have known long ago what ſa- 
vings or balances remained in his poſſeſſion ; for 
in that caſe he would have nothing more to do, 
but to ſubſtract the one ſum from the other, and 
the clear balance. on the whole would have re- 
mained. / I am actually ſorry for his ſake, that 
the national accounts ſhould be © juggled as to 
render 3 it impracticable for him to determine how 


* much 
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much he is worth. His ſon, I am certain, did 
not imagine his father's finances were in ſuch a 
doubtful perplexing ſituation, elſe he would ne- 
ver have ſquandered away ſuch exorbitant ſums 
when he was at Paris. I hope his diſintereſted 
and virtuous conduct in the houſe of commons 
laſt ſeſſions, has made amends for all, and re- 
imburſed the money which he laviſhed away in 
that region of well · bred rooks and public ſharp- 
If it has net been attended with ſuch ſalu- 
tary PATE "47 the nation, to be ſure; will 
not be ſo unreaſonable as to hurry his lordſhip, 
till he has had an opportunity of making them 
refund the vices of a prodigal ſon, and of pla- 
cing things upon the ſame footing on which they 
| were before he indulged: himſelf ! in this e 
ful ſally. | „ 94:3 | 
What ſignifies it, though the means 3 
to indemnify him be illegal and unconſtitu- 
tional: though ſigns manual, and warrants to 
ſtop the ordinary courſe of juſtice, be iſſued; if 
the end be ſuch a righteous one as enriching 
ſo poor a man as his lordſhip, at the expence of a 
nation, which is incumbered with ſuch a trifling 
debt? I muſt own, I rejoice: to find ſuch a high 


ſtrain of virtue prevail at the treaſury, and think 
this 


3 

this, among the many other arguments produced 
by their friendsfor continuing the miniſtry, is one 
of the ſtrongeſt. It is hardly to be exceeded by 
that act of charity which re-eſtabliſhed the gaming 
| bank of Sir John Moore. But it would be end- 
leſs to run over all the proofs which might be 
given of their munificence, I mean to them - 
| ſelves and other gentlemen of equal merit. 

Lord Holland tells us, that the paymaſter-ge- 
neral's officers, being beſt acquainted with army 
accounts, are employed in making up thoſe of 
former paymaſters, But why, in the name of 
wonder, are they ſo long in making them up ? 
Is it that they are too few in number? If this 


be the caſe, they might eaſily have been aug- - 


mented. Or is it, that they are tardy and dila- 
tory, that by the money remaining in the pay- 


maſter's hands, they may finger ſome of the pro- 


fits ariſing from its being properly employed in 


the funds? Some former paymaſters have been 


accuſed of ſuch practices. But his lordſhip is 

too honeſt a man, to fall under ſuch a ſuſpicion. 
If it was not, that the nation entertains a 

higher opinion of his lordſhip's integrity, I ſhould 


have ſuſpected, that he wants to impoſe upon us, 


and free himſelf from any controul, when he 
: To Ou aſſerts 
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aſſerts in Th memorial to our upright * 
that, * he moſt humbly apprehends, the regu- 
lar ordinary courſe of accounting in the exche- 


quer, was originally calculated for tranſactions 
at home.” If they are not to conduct his ac- 


counts, who are? They muſt go on in the regu- 
lar eſtabliſhed courſe, or not at all. If a new 


method muſt be introduced, I moſt humbly appre- 
bend, that before it takes place it ſhould be eſta- 


bliſhed by an act of the whole legiſlature ; and I 
likewiſe 'moft humbly apprebend, with Mr. Beck- 


ford, thatthoſe who adviſed his majeſty to grant : 


his ſign manual, as well as thoſe who ſigned the 
warrant for ſtaying the proceſs in this caſe, were 
guilty of high crimes and miſdemeaners ; as they 
uſurped the province of the whole legiſla- 


ture, who alone can alter the regular courſe of 
juſtice, except we allow diſcretionary power and 
IR to —_ into every —— of 


ſtare. 
Till Loid Holland can ſhow, that . 
who engage in the moſt extenſive and adventu- 


rus projects, ought not at ſtated times in the 


year to fettle their accounts, and make their 


bock · keeper produce a fair ftate of their profit 
| or loſs, he will never perfuade the nation that 
+ ; 5 : a Pay- 


aſſembly on a paſt oceafion, Lord H— 
has for ſome time paſt been much the ſub- 
ject of public converſation, was pleaſed to lament 
che delay of auditing, of which he declared 
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a paymaſter ought not to do the fame. The 
directors of the Eaſt India company, when lately 


called upon, produced, at a moment's warning, 


the balance remaining in their hands, Why may 


not a paymaſter do the ſame? Is not the buſi- 


neſs in which the company is engaged as exten- 
five and various as that of any public officer? Is 
not the ſcene of it as diſtant as Germany or A- 


merica? Why then is not the ſame exactneſs and : 
expedition practicable in both caſes ? I fear we 


have too many lords employed in the manage- 
ment of our revenue. Queen Elizabeth employ- 


ed a few titled ſlaves as ſuperintendants of the 


finances. She knew them to be no extra6rdinary 
accomptants, nor economiſts, and therefore 


greedy and rapacious. 


Every one remembers, chat when the le 


the paymaſter's accounts was judged a reaſon- 


able circumſtance to be mentioned in an auguſt 
„ who 


himſelf moſt ſolicitous ; he obſerved, that the na- 
ture and extenſion of his engagements wete ſuch, 


2 the preparation of his accounts the 


1 work 
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work of years, and he begged it might be re- 


membered, that even at a time, when our con- 
nexions were limited, it was only by ſlow de- 
| grees that ſuch a work was capable of accom- 


pliſhment : that at former periods Europe alone. 
was the object of our attention, but it was to the 


four corners of the world that his care w as 
now branched out ; nevertheleſs, it was not his 


fault, but the auditor's, that the day of ſettling 
had not arrived; it was for him to be ready, and 
ready he had been, and did then declare him- 
ſelf; conſequently it reſted wholly in the auditor 
to give him and his country” * deſired fats- 
faction. po if 


The reſult of the harrangue was, . Mr. 
A the auditor, who was then preſent, roſe 
up inſtantly in his own vindication. He began 


by profeſſing his aſtoniſnmet at what he had 
heard: Can it be poſſible,“ ſaid he, (or words 
to that effect) for Mr. u£ 


and ſo open to detection? Does he not re- 
collect that I am preſent, and have no terms 


to keep with him? The auditorſhip is be- 
yond his regulation: it is a patent place 
and though the © /alary does not amount to 

. 5 2 more ; 


— co ſpeak a 
language ſo utterly incompatible with facts 
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18 than a few pounds a year, it has never- 
theleſs ſome very eligible emoluments; the 
emoluments of the auditorſhip are not un- 


known to the right honourable gentleman : 


ſixpence upon every pound of the ſums I au- 


dit are mine. To the good ſenſe of this houſe 


I therefore appeal: he has confeſſed that 


many millions are not yet accounted for: 


ſhould: I die before theſe accounts are paſſed, my 


perquiſites die with me: and who will believe, 
that perhaps forty million of ſixpences can be 
an undeſirable acquifition for my family. +.” 
Jam fory I am compelled to fight apainſtany 
man with fuch keen weapons: facts cut deep: 
but where facts are ſo daringly challenged, com- 
paffion would ceaſe to be a virtue. Nor can 
it be concealed; that it was Mr. 's inter- 


eſt to avoid what it was my intereſt to bring td 


an iſſue. The fatigues of the paymaſter are con- 
Aitderabhe ; his falary very ſmall ; only four thew- 


_ ſand pod à year; which, added to the other 


furs which always remaim im his hands, produce, 
oh the moſt ſimiple and legal plan, not above 
three #honſand ammmuliy: and who wilt ſay, rar 
the profits of his poſt bear any proportion to the 


as of it?” Thus far che auditor: and now T 


G | would 
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would have the reader judge how far his lord- 
ſhip is excuſable, in having, for ſo _ a time, 
deferred giving in any account. abend 
Before I take leave of my readers, I 3 
making one ſhort remark on the proceeding of 
the exchequer with reſpect to Lord Holland. If 
the conduct of that court, touching his lordſhip, 
; has been in ſome ſort ſevere, it muſt be alſo con- | 
feſſed it has been very partial in his regard. 19 
And it muſt appear to every conſiderate perſon, 
that the word ſue was little underſtood by thoſe 
who compoſe. that court, as is the word balance | 
by his lordſhip. How often has he been called 1 
on in vain to pay thoſe balances? and he has | 
conſtantly. anſwered, that the 910, 3411. 185. 34. 
ef which parliament has from time to time avail- (6 
ech itself, is all chat remained in his hands, to his 
knowledge. Ought not his lordſhip then to 
give a more ſatisfactory account of his diſburſe- 
| ments-and reimburſements? or does he. imagine 
| that the nation has not been ſufficiently. duped, 
that he endeayours to impoſe; upon it ſtill more? 1. 
I. ean never: believe Lord Holland to have oo | 
U- weak a memory, as not to be able, on mature 
| conſideration, to give ſome account, which may 
nun ct be very far wide of the true ſtate of it. But 
his 
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his lordfhip thinks proper to decline doing ſo, 


for reaſons beſt known to himſelf; and is there 
fore contented to be pointed at by every honeſt 


- - 


man and lover of his country. 


Whoever is acquainted with the nature of the 
proceedings of the court of exchequer, cannot 
but alſo know how dilatory it uſually is in the 
execution of buſineſs : this Lord Holland pleads 
as an excuſe for having neglected to lay his ac- 


counts before the auditor. He ſays, that ** the 
court of exchequer could not examine his ac- 
counts, becauſe it was buſy in looking over thoſe 
of other paymaſters : and that even when our 


connexions were limited, a long time was re- 


quired ; how much more then will be found to 
be neceſſary, at a time when our connexions 
were ſo vaſtly extenſive ?”* This argument has 
already been anſwered over and over, and i its 


futility laid open; and therefore I would adviſe 


his lordſhip to find ſome more weighty reaſon to 
alledge in his own behalf, ſince that already 


urged by him appears to have no force at all. 


Neither does his lordſhip's cauſe reap any ad- 
vantage from his ſaying, that the accounts of 
other paymaſters were much longer in ſettling 


than his lordſhip's. This argument proves too 


much, 
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much, and therefore —nothing at all. For it 


would infinuate, that all accounts relating to 


paymaſters might be as long in ſettling as thoſe 
gentlemens whom he cites; and of conſequence, 
that it would be a long time before the nation 
could be ſatisfied, how the vaſt ſums of money 5 
5 voted for the ſervice of the army, were expend- 
"at "Nay, I will even be bold to ſay, that, per- 
haps, if this were admitted, no ſatisfaction could 
ever be had on that head. For, as the accounts 
of every paymaſter are almoſt equally 1 intricate, 
and further, as that office is frequently filled by 
many perſons in a ſhort interval of time, com- 
paratively ſpeaking with the other high poſts of 
ſtate, ſo conſequently the accounts of the ſeveral 
paymaſters would be always under examination; 
and the auditor, wearied of the fatigue of audi- 
ting them, would either content himſelf with 
caſting a curſory eye over them, or ee not 
look at them at all. | > 

I fincerely wiſh, that Lord Holland a; for 
the ſatisfaction of the public, clear up this doubt. 
He certainly gagnot be ignoranerof the obloquy 
daily uttered againſt him. It is very grating to 
noble ſouls to bear the Rings and reproaches of 
crimes of which they have never been guilty ; 
$26: 1-7 5 and 
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and nothing betrays a meanneſs of ſpirit ſo much, 
as calmly to bear the moſt outrageous inſults of 
the populace. His lordſhip has long deſervedly 


bore the title of a man of honour; and I an I am 
convinced he is ſo; but I muſt own (I am ſorry 


to ſay it), a ; appearances, in the preſent caſe are 


ſomewhat againſt him. It is therefore the in- 
tereſt of Lord Holland, not to ſay a duty he 
owes to himſelf, and the nobility i in general, to 
clear up this doubtful matter with all convenient 


ſpeed. Thus will he acquit himſelf of all that 


has been laid to his charge, derogatory to the 
man of honour ; and thoſe who now are his bit- 
cereſt enemies, will then revere his name, and 
the moſt honourable mention will be made of his 
| actions down to the lateſt poſterity. 

If will now conclude with one ſhort reflection 
on the danger of being employed in the moſt 
conſpicuous poſts of the ſtate. Juſtice, which 


ſhould be the firſt principle they are actuated by, 


zs often proſtituted to ſerve private ſiniſter ends. 
Ambition is often the ſource of repeated cruel 
aggravations, exerciſed with impunity on a ſuf- 


fering people, and which cannot fail of blowing 


up the ſparks of juſt reſentment into violent 
flames of rage. It is abſolutely requiſite that 
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power ſhould be lodged i in proper hands; but it 


proves an edged tool of a moſt perilous nature 


when abuſed by 'weak or wicked governors, 


Why ſhould they, who ought to be the guar- 
dians of our liberties and properties, ſuffer them- 


ſelves to repreſent the ſtalking horſe of tyranny? 
Sxlr-Dbrzxck is the, acknowledged law of na- 


ture; therefore the people are certainly juſtifi- 


able, when actuated by that principle. Suppoſe 
occaſional deluſion is paſſed on them for abſolute 
truth, (as is apprehended in the preſent caſe) 


and that hence popular clamours fhould ariſe, 
the people could not then be ſtiled factious or 
rebellious, ſince this would be barely Ag in 
their own defence, | mee 
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